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NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

Place of Meeting:
Committee Chairman:

2/2/72
11:15 a.m.
& 1:30 p.m.

Date Meeting Held:
Hour Meeting Held:

Room 402

Louise Cross

MINUTSS OF THE ELEVENTH

MEETING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES

AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
SUBJECT OF MEETING:

Reclamation and Environment.

Roll Call:
Louise Cross, Chairman
E. S. "Erv" Gysler, Vice Chairman
John H. Anderson, Jr.
Geoffrey L. Brazier
Douglas Delaney
A. W. Kamhoot
Charles B. McNeil
Donald Rebal
Henry L. Siderius

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING:

Name

Address

Dale Fredlund

University of Missoula

Richard L. Hodder
Gene A. Tuma
Frank J. Laird, Jr.
Leonard Campbell
Irwin Dickstein
Robert DeSpain
Keith Schwab
Dave Wagoner
Patricia Antonick

Occupation or Title

Prof., Dept, of Anthro
pology
Montana State University Montana Agriculture
Experiment Station
Forsyth, Montana
Peabody Coal Company
Butte, Montana
The Anaconda Company
Denver Reg. Ofc.EPA
Regional Counsel
"
"
"
"
Envir. Protection Agency
■I

ii

ti

Helena, Montana

n

i>

Housewife

••

"
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DISCUSSION:
The concensus of the committee is that there should be a
new Article on Natural Resources in the Constitution.

The Chairman asked the committee if they should retain the
Department of Agriculture.

The concensus of the committee at this

time is that the Department of Agriculture should be retained in
the Constitution.

Mrs. Cross, the Chairman, then read her Overview of February 2,

1972 to the committee.

(See Attachment #1'

A prepared recommendation from the Department of Natural

Resources.& Conservation was distributed to the committee.

(See

Attachment #2)
There being no further business, the committee recessed until
the hour of 1:30 p.m. this day.
Time of recess:

12:00 Noon.

AFTERNOON MEETING
Pursuant to recess, the committee resumed at 1:30 p.m. in Room

402.

However, due to the fact that there was a large number o^

witnesses and observers, the meeting was moved to Room 413.

The Chairman welcomed the guests and introduced the committee
members.

The subject at this time was the reclamation efforts

at Colstrip, Montana.
The first witness to testify was Dr. Dale Fredlund of the
Department of Anthropology at the University of Montana at Missoula.

He staJ ^d that, through the cooperation of coal companies at Colstrip
the archeological survey and salvage and the antiquities research

has been completed on two companies.

The antiquities found date

back 9,000 years and show the diet, food and hunting methods of that

age.
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(Continued)

Mr. Richard Hodder of the Montana Agriculture Expiriment Station
Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana, was the next witness.

He showed slides on plantlife which they believe will grow on

reclamation projects.

He told the committee that the coal companies

are providing money for the necessary research.

They are under

bond to reclaim the lands mined by them.
The next witness was Mr. Gene Tuma, representinj'the Peabody

Coal Company.

He showed the committee slides on other properties

they have previously/\reclaimed in other states and slides of their
Montana operations and the reclamation they hoped to effect, along

with a prepared statement which is attached.

(See Attachment #3)

Mr. Frank Laird, Jr., representing the Anaconda Cc.npany, then

appeared before the committee and read a prepared statement.

Attachment #4)

(See

He was asked to appear before the committee for

questioning on Thursday, February 3rd, as the committee had to

attend a joint hearing with the Bill of Rights Committee at this time
and which he agreed to do.
Mrs. Patricia Antonick of Helena, Montana, appearing as a

private citizen, submitted a written statement to the committee.
(See Attachment #5)

At this time, the committee joxned the Bill of Rights Committee
in the Governor's Reception Room for a joint public hearing on
environmental rights.

Mr. Chet Blaylock, Vice-Chairman of the Bill

of Rights Committee, acting as Chairman for this hearing, introduced
five gentlemen from the regional office of the Environment Protection
Agency at Denver, Colorado:

Leonard Campbell, Regional Counsel,

Irwin Dickstein, Robert DeSpain, Keith Schwab and Dave Wagoner.

Each
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(Continued)

told the activities of his division, and all were available

to the committee members for questioning.

They primarily have to

do with pesticides, pollution, noise and solid

waste, all of which

come under the heading of land pollution.
Mr. Campbell, the Regional Counsel, said that it was their view

that it would be very good for the State of Montana to have an
environmental Article as a part of its Constitution, calling for the
following:

1.

A broad preamble (policy statement)

2.

The public trust concept (with public trust for the benefit of

all)
3.

Mandate to legislature to pass implementing legislation

4.

The concept of citizen suit (of vital importance)

He further stated that the citizen's suit concept is in addition to
the Public Trust concept.
After many questions by committee members, the Chairman thanked

the gentlemen for appearing and excused them.
There being no further business, the committee adjourned.
Time of adjournment:

4:50 p.m.

Chairman

Secretary

